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Thornton Distillling
The rich history of our distillery dates back to 1857 when John Bielfeldt 

built the Bielfeldt Brewing Company on the scenic banks of Thorn Creek.

Located next to the largest forest preserve in the region, our building 

is the oldest standing brewery in Illinois and one of the oldest in the US. 

The building once housed Al Capone’s largest bootlegging facility during 

prohibition and has survived through fires, floods, a tornado, and even a 

government raid during Prohibition in the 1920s.

Thornton Distilling Company has now been restored to its former glory with 

modern amenities. The space offers an industrial-chic style that is both 

timeless and elegant. Standing as a testament to Chicago’s enduring spirit, 

this venue is proud to share both its history and unique experience with 

couples celebrating a new chapter of their lives together.

There is plenty to both see and explore at Thornton Distilling Company. 

Light floods into nearly every room, illuminating the brick and steel 

structure with an ethereal glow. with original fixtures from 1857-1920’s 

coupled with refined modern touches, our event space offers a timeless 

backdrop to the event of your dreams.
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Cooper’s Hall CAPACITY: 150 SEATED/250 STANDING

PEAK SEASON (MAY - AUG. +DEC.): S3,500 (SATURDAY) / S3,000 (NON-SATURDAY)

HIGH PEAK SEASON (SEP. - NOV.): S4,000 (SATURDAY) / S3,500 (NON-SATURDAY)

“We loved having our wedding at Thornton! We were the first wedding in Cooper’s 
Hall and our wedding went off without a hitch! I couldn’t say enough good things 
about this venue and the staff. Our guests had such a great time and we still are getting 
compliments from our guests that this was their favorite wedding they attended.” 
- Lauren L.
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HOLIDAY: S8,000

*Prices do not include required food & bar minimums, tax, or 18% service fee.

OFF SEASON: S3,000 (SATURDAY) / S2,500 (NON-SATURDAY)

Cooper’s Hall was once utilized to make cooperage or barrels for the 

historic brewery. After a meticulous 2-year restoration project the space 

has been reborn and is ready to host you and your beloved guests.

The event space is a 4,000 square foot hall with a capacity of 250 guests 

for cocktail receptions, or 150 guests seated for a reception or ceremony. 

Polished concrete floors and exposed brick and beams lend a warm 

industrial feel, while the original brewery skylight bathes the setting in 

natural light. a spacious outdoor private patio (uncovered) and A brand new 

catering kitchen complete the accomodations.
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Family Style Dinner Options

Family Style Italian 
$50 per person
Freshly Baked Bread and Butter Provided at Table 

The Well House Salad 

Tender Greens, Grape Tomatoes, English Cucumbers, 
Carrot Allumette, Chickpeas, Herbed Balsamic 
Vinaigrette

Main Entrees

•	 Skillet Chicken Marsala with Caramelized Onion 
and Wine Sauce

•	 Arrabbiata Pasta with Zesty Tomato Compote, 
Fresh Basil Chiffonade, and Parmesan Cheese

•	 Italian Meatballs with Fresh Herbs and Roasted 
Garlic Tomato Ragout

Sides

Roasted Vegetable Medley with Aged Balsamic 
Reduction
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Classic Americana Style
$55 per person
Freshly Baked Bread and Butter Provided at Table

The Well House Salad 

Tender Greens, Grape Tomatoes, English Cucumbers, 
Carrot Allumette, Chickpeas, Herbed Balsamic 
Vinaigrette

Main Entrees

•	 Honey Fried and/or Roasted Italian Chicken
•	 Brisket with Onion au Jus
•	 Pasta Rigatoni

Sides

Garlic Mashed Potatoes and Mixed Vegetables

Pricing below includes banquet servers, white china, black or white linens, flatware and water goblet. Custom menus and 
meal packages available on request.



Plated Style Dinner Options
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Salad: (Choose one)

The Well House Salad 

Tender Greens, Grape Tomatoes, English Cucumbers, 
Carrot Allumette, Chickpeas, Herbed Balsamic 
Vinaigrette

Seasonal Salad 

Mixed Greens, Seasonal Fruits, and Vinaigrettes 

Sides:
Two sides are included with your entrée. Choose one 
vegetable and one starch. 

Seasonal Vegetables 

•	 Roasted Vegetable Medley
•	 Lemon Zest Haricot Verts 
•	 Roasted Brussel Sprouts 

Starches 

•	 Roasted Potato Mélange 
•	 Herbed Garlic Mashed Potatoes 
•	 Parmesan Mushroom Risotto 

Entrées: (Choose two for guests to pick from)

Salmon Picatta 

Pan Seared Salmon Filet, Lemon Caper Sauce, Crispy 
Garnish 

Herb-Basted Pork Medallions 

Fresh Herb Marinated Pork Loin Medallions, Maple 
Balsamic Reduction  

Chicken Madeira 

Seared Chicken Breast, Mushroom Madeira Wine 
Sauce 

Herbed Grilled Chicken Breast, Au Jus

Fresh Herb Encrusted Chicken Breast, White Wine 
Bechamel

Chicken Limon 

Pan Seared Chicken Breast, Citrus Bechamel Sauce 

Glazed Brisket 

Slow Braised Beef  Brisket, Caramelized Onion au Jus

Grilled Vegetable Stack 

Polenta Cake, Tomato Couli 

Cauliflower Steak 

Garlic Marinara, Herbed Quinoa, Citrus Balsamic 
Reduction

Upgraded Entrée Options
Filet mignon 7oz                    Add $7 per person
Skillet Seared Filet, Dead Drop Rum Demi Glace 

Grilled Sirloin Steak 7oz  Add $6 per person
Grilled Sirloin Steak, Dead Drop Bourbon, Pink 
Peppercorn Reduction

Kids Plates:                              
$25 per child  - Children 12 and under                             

Chicken tenders with French Fries

Mac and cheese with French Fries 

Pricing includes banquet servers, white china, black or white linens, flatware and water goblet. Custom menus and meal 
packages available on request. $50 per person
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À la Carte Add-ons

Passed Appetizers:
Package: $12 per person for 1 full hour of  appetizers 
Choice of  three selections 

Per Item Price: Vegetarian $2/Meat $3

Chicken N Waffles 

Fried Chicken, Belgium Waffle, Zesty Maple Sauce 
Drizzle 

Vegetable Arancini 

Crispy Risotto Bites, Pesto Aioli 

Wild Mushroom Tartlet

Truffle Oil Drizzle 

Beef Empanada 

Creamy Chipotle Dipping Sauce 

Smoked Salmon Ceviche 

Avocado Crema, Tortilla Crisp Garnish 

Bruschetta Classico

Tomato Basil Relish, Aged Balsamic Syrup 

Chicken Pincho 

Citrus Mojo Dipping Sauce 

Grilled Cheese & Tomato Basil Soup 

Shotter 

Creamy Tomato Basil Soup Shotter with Grilled 
Cheese Sandwich Bite Garnish

Mushrooms Florentine 

Garlic Spinach Stuffed Mushrooms, Crispy Parmesan 
Crust 

Dogs in a Blanket 

Zesty Ketchup and Deli Mustard Dipping Sauces 

Sweet Heat Meatballs 

BBQ and Ranch Dipping Sauces 

Stationed Options:
$15 per person

Charcuterie & cheese board 

Gourmet Mustards, Crackers, French Baguettes and 
Crostini’s 

Mexican Fiesta 

Crispy Tortilla Chips, Fresh Guacamole, Assorted 
Mild and Hot Salsas, Bean Dip, Melted Queso Dip, 
Street Corn Cups 

Mediterranean Mazze 

House-made Hummus, Baba Ghanoush, Assorted 
Olives, Pita Chips, Cucumber Dill Tzatziki, Fresh 
Vegetables 

Complete your ideal package with your choice of  appetizers, late night snacks, and dessert! 
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À la Carte Add-ons
Late Night Snack Options:
$10 per person 
Passed small bites served by banquet servers.

Beef Sliders 

Ketchup, Mustard, Pickle, Soft Bun 

New York Style Pizza 

Choice of  Pepperoni, Sausage, Cheese, or Vegetarian 

Mini Hot Dogs 

All-beef  Hot Dogs, Steamed Bun, Pickle Relish, 
Mustard, Chopped Onions 

Wedding Cakes:
$2 per person cutting/serving fee

Cakes brought in for catering 

service will be cut and served on 

white china

served with Fruit or ice cream            

Add $2 per person

Dessert Table:
5 Options for $15 per person for 1 hour 

Fresh Fruit tartlets 

Flavors: 
•	 Tropical Kiwi Mango Peach 
•	 Berry Strawberry Blueberry Raspberry 
•	 S’mores Marshmallow Chocolate Cracker Crumbs 
•	 Lemon Meringue 
•	 Banana foster

Mousse Cups 

Flavors: 
•	 Belgium Chocolate 
•	 Raspberry White Chocolate 
•	 Mocha 
•	 Salted Caramel 
•	 Berry Compote 
•	 Tiramisu 
•	 Key Lime Pie 

Petite Fours 

•	 Fudge Brownies 
•	 Assorted Cheesecake Bites 
•	 Mini Strawberry Shortcake 
•	 Fresh Fruit Cups 
•	 Gourmet Cookie Selection 
•	 Chocolate Covered Strawberries 
•	 Peanut Butter Pie bites 
•	 Caramel Flan
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Open Bar Options
4hr Open Bar: $32 per person 
Bar closed during dinner, soft drinks/water still available

5hr Open Bar: $37 per person 
Bar open from the beginning of  cocktail hour to the end of  the event

TDC bar package includes client’s choice of 2 cocktails from our “Classics” 

cocktail menu available at our bar and other venue standard drinks such 

as Vodka Cranberry, Whiskey & Coke, and Gin & Tonic, etc. Each package also 

includes our house red and white wines and 2 draft beers from our current 

draft beer list available at the bar at the time of the event. The beer list 

is subject to change and availability. Specialty beers are not included. Only 

beers available on tap at our bar are allowed. Client may bring in bottles of 

champagne the day before the event to be poured by our licensed servers at 

no additional charge. 

Additional à la carte batched cocktail also available.



frequently asked questions
What is included in the venue 

rental?

Venue rental includes tables and chairs, linens, string 
lights, event coordination, access to a private patio, 
and clean up.

Can we bring our own decorations?

Yes, but some items are prohibited. Please ask us for 
details.

Can we bring our own food or 

alcohol?

Guests may bring in their choice of  champagne that 
will be served by TDC bartenders during the open 
bar package only. Desserts and wedding cakes may 
also be brought. No other outside food is permitted.
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Do you have space for both the 

ceremony and reception?

Yes, Cooper’s Hall has room for the ceremony and 
reception. A full building buyout option is also 
available, ask for details.

is there a dressing room for the 

bridal party?

Use of  our bridal suite is included with the venue 
rental.

Can we have a rehearsal before 

our wedding?

Couples and their bridal parties may come in the 
Wednesday or Thursday before their event, depending 
on room availability, for 1 hour of  rehearsal time.

Have other questions? Reach out to us to find out more or schedule a tour!

events@thorntondistilling.com
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